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SUBJECT:CONGRESSIONAL CONSIDERATION OF ADMINISTRATION'S 
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN PROGRAM 

1 . AT HIS REQUEST, TURKISH AMBASSADOR ESENBEL MET APRIL 
10 WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST TO INQUIRE ABOUT ADMIN- 
ISTRATION’S CONGRESSIONAL STRATEGY FOR SEEKING REPEAL OF 
US ARMS EMBARGO. ESENBEL COMMENTED THAT HE HAD 
SPOKEN EARLIER APRIL 10 WITH CONGRESSMAN SOLARZ WHO HAD 
MENTIONED HE WOULD BE MEETING LATER IN DAY WITH DEPARTMENT 
REPRESENTATIVES. 
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2. VEST TOLD ESENBEL THAT WE WERE UNDERTAKING SERIES OF 
DISCUSSIONS WITH INDIVIDUALS AND VARIOUS GROUPS IN THE 
CONGRESS. VEST ANTICIPATED THAT HIGH-LEVEL ADMINISTRATION 
WITNESSES WOULD ALSO TESTIFY BEFORE SENATE FOREIGN RELA- 
TIONS COMMITTEE HEARINGS, TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR EARLY 
MAY. VEST ALSO INFORMED ESENBEL OF THOSE EXPECTED TO 
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TESTIFY AT APRIL 14 AND 17 HIRC HEARINGS (SEPTEL). 

3. ESENBEL NOTED THAT PARLIAMENTARIANS FROM BELGIUM AND 
UK HAD RECENTLY MADE VISITS TO THE TURKISH SECTOR OF CY- 
PRUS. HE SAID THAT IF A DELEGATION OF US CONGRESSMEN 

WOULD BE INTERESTED IN SUCH A TRIP, THE GOT COULD ARRANGE 
FOR AN INVITATION TO BE EXTENDED BY DENKTASH. VEST NOTED 
THAT CONGRESS IS ENTERING ITS MOST HECTIC PERIOD. HE DID 
NOT KNOW WHEN SUCH A VISIT COULD TAKE PLACE, BUT PROMISED 
TO PASS THE SUGGESTION ALONG. VEST AGREED THAT SUCH A 
VISIT COULD BE VALUABLE. COMMENT: WE RECOGNIZE THAT 
RECENT TURKISH CYPRIOT ARRANGED VISITS BY BELGIUM AND 
BRITISH PARLIAMENTARIANS HAVE CAUSED GOC SERIOUS PROBLEMS. 
WE INTEND TO CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE THOSE MEMBERS OF 
CONGRESS WHO VISIT CYPRUS TO ALLOW TIME FOR TALKS WITH 
TURKISH CYPRIOTS, BUT WE BELIEVE THAT ENCOURAGING DENKTASH 
TO ISSUE INVITATIONS, OR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS TO ACCEPT, 
WOULD NOT BE HELPFUL AT THIS STAGE. END COMMENT. 

4. ESENBEL ALSO PASSED ALONG "CONFIDENTIAL" INFORMATION 
FROM THE TURKISH EMBASSY IN CYPRUS THAT CYPRIOT SOCIALIST 
LEADER LYSSARIDES HAD RECENTLY BEEN TO CUBA AND HAD FOUND 
CUBA RECEPTIVE TO GREEK CYPRIOT CAUSE (WE RECOGNIZE THAT 
LYSSARIDES VISIT TO CUBA HAD BEEN WIDELY REPORTED IN 
GREEK CYPRIOT PRESS). ESENBEL ALSO REPORTED RUMORS THAT 
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AROUND 1,000 ARMED PALESTINIANS WOULD BE COMING SOON TO 
CYPRUS. VANCE 
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